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Undated, c. 2014 (Current plaque)
‘The City of Melbourne acknowledges that the historical events and percep ons referred to by this memorial are inaccurate. An apology
is made to Indigenous people and to the tradi onal owners of this land for the wrong beliefs of the past and personal upset caused.’

1992 (No longer in place)
‘When the monument was erected in 1881 the colony considered that the Aboriginal people did not occupy land. It is now clear that
prior to the colonisa on of Victoria the land was inhabited and used by Aboriginal people.’ Melbourne City Council, 1992

1881 (Original wording remains)
John Batman founded a se lement ‘on the site of Melbourne then unoccupied’.

Summary of monument’s changing approach to Indigenous occupa on
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Source C Extract from Paul Daley’s article ‘Statues are not history. Here are six in Australia that need
rethinking’, The Guardian 25 August 2017

No. We do not learn history from monuments and statues, but from interrogating and
challenging them. We learn our history from forensic archival research, from pushing back
against orthodoxies, from arguing and debating what’s on the page, said in the classroom...
https: bit.ly 2geRI9e

Source D Extract from a Statement on Confederate Monuments by the American Historical Association,
28 August 2017

History comprises both facts and interpretations of those facts. To remove a monument,
or to change the name of a school or street, is not to erase history, but rather to alter or
call attention to a previous interpretation of history. A monument is not history itself; a
monument commemorates an aspect of history, representing a moment in the past when a
public or private decision defined who would be honored in a community’s public spaces.
https: bit.ly 2NxISCg

Source E Historian Peter Read quoted in Simone Fox Koob’s article ‘Never a last word on history’, The
Australian, 30 August 2017
It looks like it’s easy to just put up a plaque in bronze and say ‘this is true history’ but it’s
almost impossible to get everyone to agree unless you state the simplest of facts.
https: bit.ly 2HjChYj

Source F Extract from Daniel James’ article ‘Then Unoccupied’, @INDIGENOUSX website, 29 August 2018
I’m not interested in Batman, where he was born, or where and when he died. I’m
interested in two words, “THEN UNOCCUPIED”.
The few of us who know more than we were taught at school, know the area now known
as Melbourne was inhabited by the traditional custodians, the Wurundjeri people of the
Kulin Nations.
Some would say that destroying monuments like this is, and I quote, “political correctness
gone mad.”
Well OK then, call me mad!
https: indigenousx.com.au daniel-james-then-unoccupied
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