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Unit 3 Foundation Story: Melbourne
Student Resource 3: Foundation Sources 1
Source A Extract from O. W. Hunt’s Australia in the Making, 1966
Victoria

A romantic period in the story of settlement began in 1834. In that year Edward Henty and
his brother Frank settled at PORTLAND BAY, to the west of Port Phillip…
The news of the Hentys’ success soon spread in Tasmania, and during the year 1835 a
colourful personality, JOHN BATMAN, sailed his small schooner, the Rebecca, into Port
Phillip and up the Yarra River. From Parramatta, where he was born in 1800, Batman had
gone to Van Diemen's Land. He played an important part in the war against the
bushrangers, and when he received a grant of land for capturing the notorious Matthew
Brady, he became a pastoralist, although he was a blacksmith by trade.
After Batman and J. T. Gellibrand, an English lawyer, had formed a company, Batman left
Launceston and sailed across Bass Strait to find new pastures. A short way up the Yarra,
near the spot which is now the meeting place of Flinders and William streets, Melbourne,
he landed and said: ‘This will be the place for a village.’ Here he decided to settle, thus
founding the city of MELBOURNE , the only Australian capital standing on the site
originally chosen for it.
Although the Australian Aborigines had no idea of law and the private ownership of land,
Batman made a ‘treaty’ with a party of twenty-four Port Phillip natives. He had some legal
documents dealing with the sale of land, and be persuaded the natives to put marks on
them opposite their names, such as Cooloolook, Jaga Jaga and Bungarie, which he spelt as best
he could from the sound of them. According to these documents the tribal chiefs ‘agreed’
to give him 600,000 acres in exchange for 42 tomahawks, 130 knives, 62 scissors, 40
mirrors, 40 pairs of blankets, 18 red shirts, 4 flannel coats, 4 suits, 250 handkerchiefs and
150 lb. of flour. Armed with his ‘treaty’, he then returned to Tasmania, gleefully telling his
friends that he had become the largest landowner in the world…
Governor Bourke was not pleased. He regarded Batman as a very annoying squatter and
completely ignored his ‘treaty’. In the end the enterprising Batman and his friends lost the
large area they claimed, receiving only £7000 worth of land as compensation.
[However,] Batman had set the ball rolling. Within two years there were 224 settlers, with
26,500 sheep, along the Yarra.
O.W. Hunt Australia in the Making, Whitcombe & Tombs Pty. Ltd., Sydney, 1966, pp. 142 – 144
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Source B (above)
John Batman negotiating a treaty
with traditional owners of the land
around Port Phillip Bay in 1835. This
illustration first appeared in 1886 in
Andrew Garren’s (ed.) Picturesque
Atlas of Australasia, Sydney, 1886.
Source C (right)
John Wesley Burtt’s Batman's treaty
with the aborigines at Merri Creek,
6th June 1835, painted c. 1888 (State
Library of Victoria)
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